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Background

Jesus once said, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (lohn 15:13). vet
thatis all a man may show or accomplish by the giving up of his life—love for another. This should clearly
demonstrate to us the necessity of our Savior from our sins to be more than a mere man. Jesus not only showed
His great love for all mankind by surrendering His life, but because He is true God, He was able to pay the full

sealing Satan’s fate and our salvation. Give thanks to Jesus Christ our Savior—True God!

The Apostle Paul by the Holy Spirit has recorded for us in Galatians 4:4-5 the following, “But when the fullness of
the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.” The laws that bind us certainly do not bind God, but
Jesus chose to bind Himself as a human under God’s law. Therefore, once again, the Scriptures clearly
demonstrate the necessity of our Savior's dual nature. Not only did the debt have to be paid with blood, but the
perfect life under the law had to be lived. Jesus, as true man and true God, was held accountable to the law, was
able to keep the law perfectly for us and shed His innocent blood as the only perfect sacrifice for our sins. Give
thanks to Jesus Christ our Savior—Trye Man!

Introduction

You may recall many events from the Old Testament in the Bible. Stories such as: Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel,
Noah and the ark, Abraham, etc. What we should also remember is that in many of these records, God was
continually promising His people that He would send a Savior to take away everyone's sins (see scripture
references). God did not send this Savior right away. He waited for just the right time in history for His Son and
“the Seed of the woman,” the God-Man, Jesus, to be born.
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Pext study
Verse 18: Betrothal was a much stronger union than some of our modern day engagements. It was the public
declaration of intent to marry and could not be broken except by a regular divorce.

Mary was “with child by the Holy Spirit.” As Mary had been told by the angel Gabriel, “the Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born
will be called the Son of God.” {Luke 1:35) “The conception and birth of this Child would be brought about by a
divine and miraculous power; it would be something unique in the annals of man.” {Rupprecht: Bible History
References, Volume II, page 15)

Verse 19: When Joseph discovered his bride-to-be was expecting a child, he came to the only humanly possible
conclusion; she had been unfaithful to him. According to the Law (Deuteronomy 22:22-24), Joseph had the right
to not only dissolve the betrothal, but to see to Mary's public punishment as well. However, Joseph showed a



“just” and godly spirit by not wishing to heap any public shame or punishment on Mary. He would rather see

that the whole matter be taken care of in a private fashion. A fine Christian example {Proverbs 10:12, “._love
covers all sins.”)

Verse 20: God intervened on behalf of Mary and Jesus by means of a divine dream sent to Joseph. The angel in
the dream called Joseph “Son of David.” Joseph and Mary were both descendants of King David's line. The
importance of this lies in the fact that it had been prophesied that the Savior would also be a member of David's
family tree. (David's son—true man, yet David's Lord—true God.)

Verse 21: Joseph should call the Son Jesus (Savior) “...for He will save His people from their sins.” We can only
imagine the wonderment Joseph must have felt at this message!

Verse 22-23: The Gospel writer, Matthew, was inspired by the Holy Spirit to add commentary to the story. He
explains that all of these things were done so that God's promise would be fulfilled. As recorded in Isaiah 7:14,
“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call
His name Immanuel.” Immanuel = God-with-us, or God as flesh and blood, God in human form.

Verse 24-25: What a wonderful example of obedience Mary and Joseph are to us! God commanded and Joseph
and Mary obeyed. When the angel appeared to Mary she responded, “Behold, the maidservant of the Lord! Let
it be to me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38) God's choice for Jesus’ earthly parents provides good examples
of humble obedience and willingness to bow to His will.

With amazing simplicity, Matthew states: Jesus was born. In a lowly manger, tucked away in a humble stable, in
the tiny town of Bethiehem, in an unimpressive province of the Roman Empire, the greatest event in history
took place. God Himself stooped to become one of us. Jesus came not to be served, but to serve. Who was on
hand to witness this miracle of the ages? Only His mother, step-father, and a few humble shepherds. Even
today, the people crowd into the inns of this world, ignoring the blessed event that has taken place. It is for us to
lead our fellow man back to that humble stable, that he may, through the working of the Holy Spirit, find his God
there as well.

Statement of Beliefs
* Apostles’ Creed—"...who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary ...”
* Nicene Creed —“..the only-begotten Son of God...incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and
was made man,”
* Athanasian Creed — “...we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and
man.”

Application
Remember, nothing is impossible with God—we may not understand how or why, we must simply believe.
God's promises never go unfulfilled! He is faithful to all that He has proclaimed in His Word.

Every Christmas a special joy and excitement fills the air. This joy and excitement we feel in our hearts as the day
rapidly approaches. But why? Why is there such joy and excitement? How many base their joy and excitement
on the giving and getting of gifts? We received the greatest gift at Christmas. God the Father gave us the gift of
His Son, lesus, the Christ-child.

How do we express our joy over the birth of Jesus at Christmas time? Special services: Mid-week Advent_,
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day. Perhaps the use of an advent calendar. We decorate our homes and churches and
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send religious Christmas cards. Mention the meaning behind the decorations that we put up. The evergreen tree
signifies everlasting life, never dying. The lights on the tree signify the Light of the world {Jesus) and our being

lights to the world. Giving and receiving gifts is a custom which should remind us of the greatest gift God has
given to us in His Son Jesus.

There is a danger that we let these many outward customs “steal the show” of Christmas. They so very often
take up so much of our time, energies, thoughts and finances, that the real joy of Christmas gets pushed into the
background. We will want to make sure our children realize that Christmas is not Santa Claus and presents or
even a winter holiday, but a special time when we were given by God the Father the greatest gift ever: His Son in
human flesh and blood as our Substitute Savior.

Scripture References
* Genesis 3:15 — The first promise of a Savior.
® Micah 5:2 — Birth place of our Savior foretold,
* Isaiah 7:14-16 — The Immanuel passage.
* Isaiah 9:6-7 — “For unto us a Child is born...'
¢ John 1:1-18 — The Divine and Human nature of Christ.

Hymns
78980:1+93 94495099 102:4




Lesson 2 « Baptism and Temptation of Jesus

Text s Matthew 3:13-4:11 ;Parallel « Mark 1:9-13 Luke $:23-4:33

Sy

Aim
| believe that Jesus was baptized and then battled Satan because He loves me.

Background .

John the Baptist had told the people: “There comes One after me who is mightier than |, whose sandal strap |
am not worthy to stoop down and loose.” This Mightier One was Jesus. Jesus was almost 30 years old and John
had been preaching for about six months when Jesus began His ministry. The first thing He did then was to go
out into the wilderness and be tempted by the devil. As our High Priest and True Man, He “was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin.” He is our Substitute in keeping the Law perfectly for us.

introduction

This lessan reveals Jesus as TRUE GOD and TRUE MAN; and how He alone is strong enough to win salvation for
us. In the first part of the lesson, God the Father shows how He specially chose Jesus to be the Savior. In the
second part of the lesson we see Jesus in action, fighting to win salvation for us.

Start the lesson by asking the class: “Who's your hero?” Talk about war heroes of the past and the bravery it
takes to fight in a war. Say something like: “Today we're going to talk about a brave warrior!” Someone who
already is your hero — Jesus. We want to learn to think of Jesus as the best hero of ali!

Text Study

Matthew 3
Verse 13: Jesus was about ready to begin His public ministry. He left His home in Galilee in order to be baptized
by John.

Verse 14-15: John recognized something important: his own sinfulness in contrast to Jesus' holiness and
sinlessness. John's baptism was a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins... “In Him is no sin” (1 John
3:5). Yet Jesus insisted that John baptize Him. Jesus' reason? — “to fulfill all righteousness.” What did He mean?
Usually when we speak of Jesus' righteousness we are referring to His perfect keeping of the Ten
Commandments. Baptism, however, has nothing to do with the Law. it's all Gospel! Yet this was something Jesus
had to do to complete His work as our Savior. In view of the context we can think of Jesus' baptism as an
inauguration into His ministry.

Verse 16-17: In these verses the truth that Jesus is TRUE GOD is clearly brought out. God the Father says: “This is
My beloved Son!” Here also we have the Trinity present: The Father's voice from heaven; the Son walking up
from the water; and the Holy Spirit descending upon the Son in the form of a dove.

Note how the Father says He is well-pleased with His Son. Jesus never sinned. Jesus only and always sought to
do His Father's will. This is in sharp contrast to the rest of us. In the last lesson we learned that Jesus was
conceived and born sinless. We, on the other hand, were sinful at the moment of our conception; “In sin did my




mother conceive me.” (Psalm 51:5). Everyday throughout our lives temptation gets the best of us, causing us to
sin in thought, word, and deed. Jesus “was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). God
the Father is most pieased with Jesus. Because of our sinfulness, the holy God cannot be pleased with us. We
are worthy of nothing but eternal condemnation. But we have a hero — a warrior strong enough to save us from
the consequences of sin. Praise the Father for sending Jesus to rescue us. On account of His beloved Son, God

the Father is pleased with us too. In the next section we behold Jesus, the God-man on the field of battle,
triumphing over Satan for us|!

Matthew 4
Verse 1-2: After His baptism Jesus was led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit to be tempted by the devil. The
battle that follows was staged by God. God brought it about, not Satan. From the beginning God was in control

of winning man's salvation. Nonetheless, the battle was very real; Jesus “was tempted as we are” (Hebrews
4:15).

Although the Bible only tells us of three specific temptations, Mark and Luke inform us that the temptation of
Jesus was continuous. It lasted during the entire forty day period (ref. Luke 4:2 & Mark 1:13). Satan knew very
well that Jesus had come to crush His power (cf. Genesis 3:15). If he could succeed just once in getting Jesus to
sin in thought, word or deed, he would win the victory. So for forty days Satan relentlessly attacked Jesus.
During these forty days Jesus fought Satan “like a man.” Never once did He use His divine power against the
devil. On the field of battle Jesus represents and fights for all of mankind. He uses only the Word against Satan.

Verse 2 brings out the manhood of Jesus in this battle. “...afterward he was hungry.” As true man Jesus had the
same needs as we do. His body needed nourishment and rest just like ours (Cf. Matthew 8:24)

Verse 3-4: In the first temptation Satan tried to tempt Jesus to use His divine power for selfish purposes — to
provide bread for Himself. (Note how all of Jesus' miracles were done for the benefit of others: (1) for the
benefit of showing people that He was the Son of God; (2) for the benefit of providing for people's physical
needs; and (3) for the benefit of bringing glory and praise to His Father. Jesus responded to Satan's temptation
by guoting Deuteronomy 8:3. Man's purpose in life is not to satisfy his own selfish desires. (A very popular sin in
our day and age.) Man's purpose is to learn about and to serve the true God.

Verse 5-7: Now Satan, by quoting‘ lesus, challenged Jesus to test whether or not the Word of God is as powerful
as Jesus seemed to think. Satan referred jesus to Psalm 91:11-12. Here the Evil One misused the Bible. It is true
that God will guard and protect His own. But that does not mean that we are to recklessly throw ourselves into
danger. Jesus had perfect trust in His Father, but He reminded Satan: “You shall not tempt the LORD your God.”
As God's children we rest safe and secure in the all-powerful hands of God. At the same time it would be wrong
for us, for example, to throw ourselves in front of an on rushing train.

Verse 8-10: Finally Satan tempted Jesus by offering Him the authority and splendor of all the kingdoms of the
world. All this would be His if He would only bow down to Satan. Here we see why Satan is called “the Father of
lies.” The wealth and glory of the world did not even belong to Satan in the first place. They belong to God. How
arrogant of Satan to offer the Son of God what already belonged to Him. Once again Jesus counter attacked with
Scripture: “You shall worship the LORD your God and Him only you shall serve.”

Application

God told us at Jesus' baptism that Jesus is His Son. What does that mean for us? It means that He is the One of
whom God spoke in all of the Old Testament prophecies. He is the One God sent into this world to take our
place. He is our Savior! There is no one else!
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heartbreak.

Jesus' overcoming all temptations shows us that Jesus has the power over our greatest, most powerful enemy,
Satan. Yes, the devil is powerful, more powerful than we, but Jesus is more powerful than Satan. Through His
Word He also strengthens us {our faith) so that the devil cannot lead us into sin and unbelief. “We are more
than conquerors through Him who loved us.” Romans 8:37 We “can do ali things through Christ who
strengthens us.” Phil. 4:13 ’

God chose Jesus, His only-begotten Son, to win salvation for mankind. Man's plight was so desperate that it took
the very Son of God to save us. At Jesus' baptism God declared Jesus to be His Son. After this Jesus met and
defeated the devil in fierce battle. lesus, however, did not use His power as God to beat Satan, Jesus wielded
“the sword of the Spirit, which is the WORD of God.” (Ephesians 8:11) As a man, and in our place, Jesus has
resisted Satan and never once gave into temptation. “He knew no sin.” (It Corinthians 6:21) If man had any hope
of escaping eternal damnation, someone had to live a sinless life in our place. Jesus has done this. It was on the
cross, though, that Jesus dealt the death blow to Satan. On the cross, moments before He died, Jesus declared:
“It is finished!” With these words Jesus proclaimed the final victory over sin, death and hell.

In this lesson lead the children to think of lesus as their hero. He is a hero sent by God Himself. Jesus was the
only one able to defeat our greatest enemy. Show how He fought long and hard for us! In lesus, God made good
on His daring rescue attempt to save mankind.

A secondary, but important application is found in Jesus' use of the Word against the devil. lesus overcame
Satan by using the very same weapon which is available to every Christian — the Word of God. Emphasize the
importance of using the WORD of God as we fight against Satan's temptations. When Satan tries to get us to
doubt God's love for us, we recall to mind a Bible passage which tells us of God's grace and abiding love for the
sinner (John 3:18). When Satan tries to get us to sin, we remember how the LORD has told us “Thou shalt not.”
This aspect of the lesson gives the teacher an excellent opportunity to underscore the importance of
memorizing Scripture. We never know when Satan will attack. We need to keep our arsenal full.

Scripture References
¢  Matthew 28:18
* Romans5:17-21; 6:3-11; 8:31
¢ Ephesians 6:10-17
e  Philippians 4:13
s Hebrews 2:18; 4:14-16
e Psalm 124:8

[ .

298-303 ¢ 446 » 261:1-2 « 262



Lesson 3 ¢ Preaching and Healing By Jesus
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I believe that Jesus does the miracie of forgiving sin because He loves me.

Background
On a map of Palestine, identify especially the Jordan River, the Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, the region of the

Gerasenes, and Capernaum. Trace Jesus' route from the region of the Gerasenes (where He had cast out
demons), across the Sea of Galilee to Capernaum.

introduction

The teacher might begin by asking a series of questions designed to test the students’ knowledge, and to show
that by His works and His words Jesus was Himself God. What name was Jesus given that means “God with us?”
[A. Immanuel] Why was He named Jesus? [A. Because He would save His people from their sins.] What was Jesus
doing after His baptism? [A. Preaching God's Word.] Why were so many people following Him around? [A.To
hear His preaching.] What did Jesus use to combat and defeat the temptations of Satan—turn water into wine—
fill the fishermen's net with fish—calm the storm—feed 5,000 men—cast out demons? [A. His Word: He just
spoke words.] Can any man or woman do these kinds of things just by speaking ? [A. No.] How was Jesus then
able to do these things just by speaking or commanding? [A. He is true God.] What did Jesus do which showed
He was true God? [A. Many miracles; can the students name others?] Who also testified that Jesus was true
God,? [A. God the Holy Spirit through Isaiah (Immanuel), and the Father Himself—This is my beloved Son.]

All of Jesus' words and works had this purpose: to give praise and glory to God, and to show He Himself was
God, the Lord, and the Savior of the world.

Text Study
Verse 1: He entered into Capernaum — Jesus had been in the land of the Gergesenes (Gerasenes), east of the
Sea of Galilee, but now crossed over to the western shore,

Capernaum — Probably situated some two miles SW of where the Jordan River empties into the Sea of Galilee.
The city was on a great trade route between West (Rome) and East (Persia, etc), and therefore quite prosperous.
Roman soldiers were stationed there; it also had a customs house, or tax place during the‘early months of Jesus'
ministry. Jesus had preached there often and done powerful miracles, but the people for the most part rejected
Him as Lord and Messiah. For that reason Jesus cursed the city which is now a mass of ruins.

Note: Bethlehem — city where Jesus was born.

Nazareth — city where He lived as a boy and young man with His parents.

Capernaum — city where He made His home in the early years of His ministry.

Jerusalem — city where He suffered, died, and rose again and near which He ascended into heaven.






